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Appendix 6 – Comparison of New Limited Licence vs. Professional Technologist Model 
 

 Professional Technologist Limited Licensee 

Description Existing legislation Eliminate existing APEGA Professional 
Licensee designation and create new 
APEGA Limited Licence designation 

 Applies to technologists and cognate-
degree holders (see education section 
below) 

Limited Licence applies to engineering or 
geoscience-degree holders (see 
education section below) 

 Regulated through Joint APEGA-ASET 
Board of Examiners under the 
operational leadership of ASET  

Regulated by APEGA  Board of 
Examiners 
 

Education  

 Two- or three-year technology diplomas Applicants with non-Canadian 
engineering or geoscience degrees that 
poorly match the syllabus of a Canadian 
undergraduate degree in engineering or 
geoscience (multiple exams assigned)  

 Three- or four-year non-engineering or 
non-geoscience degrees (cognate 
degrees; e.g., chemistry, biology, 
physics, Bachelor of Technology) 

Applicants with non-Canadian 
engineering or geoscience degrees who 
have been assigned the Fundamentals of 
Engineering exam to confirm their non-
Canadian degree 

   Cognate degree plus Master’s or PhD in 
engineering or geoscience (multiple 
exams assigned) 

Scope 
 Defined scope of practice (DSOP) 

 current P.Tech. DSOP is routine 
application of recognized codes, 
standards and established 
methodologies 

 JBOE would determine DSOP 

Defined scope of practice(DSOP) 
 Solve complex problems using 

complex methodologies 
 BOE would determine DSOP  
(Existing P.L.s would be grandfathered 
by converting them to the proposed 
Limited Licence) 

Comments 

 Could become P.Eng. or P.Geo. only by 
obtaining engineering or geoscience 
degree  

Could become P.Eng. or P.Geo. by 
completing exams 

 APEGA needs to work with ASET to 
educate and inform government, industry, 
and the public on the P.Tech. title and 
manage changes to the demand-side 
legislation so that the P.Tech. 
designations are recognized to stamp 
and seal as appropriate 

Alberta Government wants APEGA to 
provide a path of partial recognition for 
internationally educated graduates to 
work to their maximum capacity within a 
limited scope 

  Limited Licence very clearly identifies that 
there are restrictions to the public 

 


