
 
Authority to Inform the Public of Action Against  

Unlicensed Use-of-Title and Scope-of-Practice Violators 
Improved Public Interest 

There may be cases where the public should be informed that APEGA is taking action against an 
individual or company not licensed with APEGA when the conduct of the individual or company may 
be putting the safety or well-being of the public at risk. It is in the public interest that APEGA can 
inform the public of action being taken in these cases. 

Background 
• Currently, the Court, on application by Council, may grant an injunction ordering 

an unlicensed person or company from doing anything that contravenes the 
Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act. The Court may also impose a fine 
on an unlicensed person or company that is contravening the exclusive use-of-
title and scope-of-practice sections of the Act. 

 
Why this is  
important 

• Sometimes the public should be told that APEGA is taking action against an 
individual or company not licensed with APEGA, even though Court decisions 
have not been made. For example, in high-profile cases for which the conduct of 
the individual or company may be putting the safety or well-being of the public at 
risk, it is in the public’s best interest to know that APEGA is pursuing the matter. 

• The current legislation does not expressly authorize APEGA to tell the public that 
action is being taken against an unlicensed individual or company. Furthermore, 
without this express authority, privacy laws prevent APEGA from making this 
information public. 

 
Proposed  
legislative 
change 

• It is recommended that the Act be amended to expressly authorize the Registrar 
to inform the public that APEGA is taking action against an unlicensed individual 
or company for use-of-title and scope-of-practice violations, even though Court 
decisions have not been made.  

• The decision of whether to inform the public of action being taken will be made 
according to criteria set in policy by Council. 
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Effect of the proposed  
change 

• In high-profile cases, it will give APEGA the ability to tell the public that 
APEGA is taking action against an unlicensed individual or company even 
though Court decisions have not been made.  

• This authority will be exercised only in rare cases according to criteria set in 
policy by Council.  

 


