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1 Overview 

The purpose of this discussion paper is to review Alberta Building Code (ABC) exemptions 
within APEGA’s current Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (The EGP Act). This 
paper will examine whether it is in the public interest to continue to have these specific demand-
side legislation sections in The EGP Act, or whether the exemptions should be contained only in 
the ABC. 

Concerns with specific exemptions are outside the scope of this paper, but if it is determined 
that certain exemptions should be changed, it will be much easier to make these changes, and 
thereby better protect the public, if sections 2(6) and (7) are deleted from The EGP Act.  

2 Executive Summary 

There are a number of building code-related exemptions within The EGP Act that allow 
individuals and entities to practice engineering without being licensed with APEGA if the activity 
relates to buildings of a certain type, size and occupancy. 

The Architects Act of Alberta and The EGP Act both share wording from the 1982 ABC. 
Unfortunately, the wording introduced into The EGP Act and the Architects Act is not the exact 
same wording used in the 1982 ABC.  
In addition, building structures and building science have evolved since the 1980s. However, 
these particular sections within the ABC, the Architects Act and The EGP Act relating to 
exemptions are not up to date to reflect these changes because of the difficulty in updating 
three pieces of legislation at the same time. 

It is recommended that the building code exemptions contained in sections 2(6) and (7) of the 
The EGP Act be repealed, and that The EGP Act reference the current ABC as the source for 
relevant exemptions. This does not eliminate the exemptions; rather it would make the ABC the 
sole source of reference for the relevant exemptions.  

3 Existing Legislation 

The EGP Act describes activities that constitute the practices of engineering and geoscience 
and require that, except as otherwise provided in the Act, no individual or entity shall engage in 
the practices of engineering or geoscience unless licensed with APEGA (Appendix 1).  

The EGP Act provides exemptions to the above requirement if individuals or entities fall within 
the exemptions listed in Appendix 1.  

There are a number of building code-related exemptions that allow individuals and entities to 
engage in the practice of engineering without being licensed with APEGA if the activity relates to 
buildings of certain type, size and occupancy (Appendix 1). 

4  Research Summary 

APEGA compared The EGP Act and the Architects Act to the ABC. We found that the 
differences in wording of the exemptions in The EGP Act and the Architects Act compared to 
the ABC wording could lead to different interpretations (Appendix 2). 



 

 

BUILDING CODE EXEMPTIONS    Page 4 of 5 
The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta 

APEGA also review reviewed the legislation governing engineering associations to determine 
whether that legislation contained specific building code exemptions (Appendix 2). We found 
that legislation governing APEGA and Professional Engineers of Ontario (PEO) are the only 
Acts that specifically list exemptions taken from the provincial building codes. 

5 Discussion  

In Alberta, the Architects Act and The EGP Act both share wording from the 1982 ABC. 
Unfortunately, the wording introduced into The EGP Act and the Architects Act was not identical 
to the wording in the 1982 ABC. As a result, there are inconsistent interpretations of the 
requirements of The EGP Act relating to the ABC. 
 
Authorities having jurisdiction must make decisions related to exemptions that are contained in 
three separate and not identical pieces of legislation. Faced with this inconsistency, the 
authorities having jurisdiction typically use the ABC to determine whether documents require the 
seal of a Professional Engineer or registered architect. 
 
In addition, building structures and building science has evolved since the 1980s; however, the 
wording within the ABC, the Architects Act and The EGP Act relating to exemptions has not 
been updated to reflect these changes because of the difficulty in updating three pieces of 
legislation at the same time.  
Building codes evolve based upon new techniques, better science and improvements in public 
standards. Therefore, Alberta Municipal Affairs reviews the building code every four years, and 
APEGA has a representative on the Building Technical Council, which is responsible for 
assisting with the proposed changes.  

Although portions of the ABC are updated regularly, it is challenging for The EGP Act and the 
Architects Act to be updated at the same pace as the building codes.  
APEGA’s role is to regulate the engineering profession to protect the public. The current 
inclusion of outdated demand-side legislation in The EGP Act is not the best way to protect the 
public interest because these exemptions also exist in other legislation and become very difficult 
to update independently. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the building code exemptions contained in section 2(6) and (7) of The 
EGP Act be repealed and that The EGP Act reference the current ABC as the source for 
relevant exemptions. This would not eliminate the exemptions; rather it would make the ABC the 
sole source of reference for the relevant exemptions.   

Rationale 

It is confusing and a potential risk to public safety to have exemptions in multiple pieces of 
legislation.  

Professional Engineers are expected to be aware of and follow myriad codes, standards, 
guidelines and requirements while performing their professional responsibilities.  
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By repealing the building code exemptions from The EGP Act and referencing them in the ABC, 
the public interest is better served because it would be clear to the public, APEGA Members, 
the authorities having jurisdiction and the provincial government that the most current version of 
the building code is the sole source of reference for the relevant exemptions.   

In addition, it will be easier to make changes to building code exemptions in the future, as there 
would be no need to revise The EGP Act to reflect those changes as the exemptions would be 
found solely in the updated ABC.  

Furthermore, eliminating the current exemptions in The EGP Act would eliminate the differences 
in wording between The EGP Act and the ABC and would eliminate differing interpretations as a 
result.  

6 Appendices  

Appendix 1 – The Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act 

Appendix 2 – Comparison of The EGP Act, The Architects Act and Alberta Building Code 
Exemptions  

Appendix 3 – Constituent Associations Comparison and Analysis 

 


